
June 1, 2020 

 

Dear Manhasset Families, 

I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones well. I want to provide you with some timely 

updates to a few important matters.  

As a result of school being open during the originally scheduled April Recess period, the last day 

of classes for Elementary and Secondary Students will be Friday, June 12. The last day for 

teachers will be Wednesday, June 17. Teachers will use the remaining days through June 17 to 

begin preparations for the Fall. 

As we look forward to the Fall, we cannot predict what the Governor or public health officials 

will mandate regarding schools. It is our strong desire to have our students return to their school 

buildings in the Fall. While we are diligently planning for the safe return of our faculty and 

students to our physical buildings, we recognize that we also need to plan for various alternative 

scenarios, including the possibility of a remote environment or a hybrid model where some 

instruction occurs in person and some instruction is remote. One thing that is certain is that 

school will look different this September than we are accustomed. 

In preparation for the reopening of schools, we are currently working on three initiatives that we 

have discussed at recent Board of Education meetings, which will inform our planning and 

preparedness for the Fall.  

• First, a survey will be administered to all stakeholder groups prior to the close of this 

school year to gather their feedback regarding their remote learning experience these past 

few months.  
  

• Second, we have begun to assemble a Strategic Task Force comprised of Working 

Groups of various stakeholders including faculty, staff, parents, community members, 

and students, to ensure that our instructional model reflects the quality of education that 

we have come to expect, regardless of the circumstances we find ourselves in. 

The Working Groups will be tasked to prepare detailed plans for: At-Risk, Special Needs and 

English as a New Language (ENL) Students; Building Logistics and Operations; Business and 

Finance; Curriculum, Instruction, Technology and Professional Development; Health and 

Safety; Social-Emotional Health of staff and students. 

We will coordinate with our faculty, staff, and students as well as established community groups 

such as the SCA, PASE, CASA, CAANH, EOC, Athletic and Youth groups, the Tower 

Foundation and Citizens Advisory Committees to ensure our working groups reflect the 

collective wisdom that exists in our community. 

• Third, a significant consideration for Fall planning is assessing our student learning 

and determining what, if any, gaps need to be addressed when we return to school in the 



Fall. Our Building Principals and subject area Coordinators continue to work closely 

together and remain confident that, despite the school day being conducted in a remote 

environment, that our classes will have completed the required curricular materials. Our 

subject area coordinators have identified the key standards that will enable successful 

transition to the next grade level/course and our teachers have emphasized these 

standards in their planning and curriculum delivery. 

We remain committed to ensuring all students are prepared to move on to the next grade in their 

educational development and plan to assess student learning upon their return to school.   

We will be providing you with periodic updates on the survey results and the work of the Task 

Force throughout the summer and during scheduled Board of Education meetings. 

As always, I thank you for your partnership and wish you and your families a wonderful end to 

the school year. 

Warmly, 

Dr. Vincent Butera 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


